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A BILL to amend and reenact §50-1-2 and §50-1-2 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as
amended, relating to the allocation of magistrates serving in each county; setting a
standardized formula for magistrate apportionment; providing for adjustment of those
numbers of magistrates every 10 years following the census; removing the cap of 158
magistrates statewide; and removing obsolete language.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:

ARTICLE 1. COURTS AND OFFICERS.

§50-1-2. Number of magistrates.

(a) The number of magistrates to be elected in each county of this state shall be
determined in accordance with the provisions of this section.

(b) The number of magistrates serving in each county of the state shall comport with the
numbers certified by the Supreme Court of Appeals to the ballot commissioners of each county
on or before January 31, 2000 2023, for purposes of the primary and general elections to be held

in the year 2000 2024. For all elections after January 1, 2024, the number of magistrates serving

in each county of the state shall comport with the numbers established by application of the

method set forth in this section.

(c)(1) The Legislature finds that there exists among the various counties large and

unwarranted disparities of caseload between the magistrate courts.-Fhe-Legislature-furtherfinds
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committee-on-thejudiciary In order to be fair and equitable in the distribution of such magistrates,
magistrates shall be allocated utilizing the following formula:

(A) There shall be at least two magistrates allocated to each county; and

(B) For each 15,500 residents in excess of an initial population of 15,500, an additional

magistrate shall be assigned to a county; or

(C) If any county falls below the population requirements set forth in subdivision (B) by

less than 7,000 residents and, by result, would be required to reduce its number of current

magistrates, the Supreme Court of Appeals shall review the caseload of any such county,

including cases handled per yvear per magistrate and total cases per county. If, in the opinion of

the Supreme Court of Appeals, the caseload is sufficient to justify the current magistrate number

allocated, then the current number of magistrates shall be retained.

(d) Notwithstanding the other provisions of this section, the allowable number of

magistrates allocated to each county shall be adjusted according to the varying population of each
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county utilizing the above formula, every 10 years following the decennial census of the United

States, in the year following legislative and Congressional redistricting. serving-the-counties—of
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{g) Notwithstanding any provisions of this code to the contrary, beginning July 1, 2021, the

annual salary of a magistrate shall be $60,375, and beginning July 1, 2022, the annual salary of

a magistrate shall be $63,250.

NOTE: The purpose of this bill is to establish factors by which magistrates are allocated for
each county and allow adjustment every 10 years following the census.

Strike-throughs indicate language that would be stricken from a heading or the present law,
and underscoring indicates new language that would be added.
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